Dr. Rebecca Schuman
Office: C304
Phone: 516-4891 | email: schumanr@umsl.edu
Office Hours: TuTh, 3:15-5:00

Honors 1200: Cultural Traditions I

Section 1: TuTh 9:30-10:45 (Seton) | Section 2: TuTh 2:00-3:15 (Seton)| Section 4: TTh 12:30-13:45 (Seton)

This first-year course has two complementary goals:
1. To help students explore philosophies of education
and navigate their own individual approaches to a
university education; and
2. To survey global cultures and their intellectual
traditions from their ancient beginnings to the
seventeenth century. As we examine specific works of
literature, religion, philosophy and history in their
cultural contexts, we will compare and contrast global
attitudes towards such issues as the concept of reality,
the afterlife, the interplay of reason and emotion, and
ideas of nature and civilization. Our readings will
include works from Europe, the Middle East, China,
India, and Japan—works that continue to shape our society today. In surveying these texts, students
will develop crucial academic knowledge and skills that will help them identify and analyze
connections in studies across the disciplines.
Illustrations: Above, Virgil, Dante’s guide in The Infern. Below, Krishna appears to Arjuna in The Bhagavad-Gita.

Texts (to be purchased)
Trans. Danny P. Jackson, ed. The Epic of Gilgamesh.
(Bolchazy-Carducci)
Trans. Barbara Stoler Miller, The Bhagavad-Gita. (Bantam)
Sophocles, Oedipus Rex. (Dover)
Euripides, Medea. (Dover)
Virgil, The Aeneid. (Bantam)
Dante, Inferno. (Signet)
Shakespeare, Macbeth (Folger Library)

More Texts (PDFs). Many readings in this course will be
available for download directly from the “Assignments” portal
on MyGateway. You may print them out and bring them to
class, or bring them on your laptop or tablet. You must have the
day’s reading with you in class. Any student without the reading
will be asked to leave and counted absent.
Course Requirements/Basic Grade Breakdown
P&P (Preparation and Participation): 25% of Final Grade
Essay 1 (Single-Text Analysis, 3-4 pp): 15%
Essay 2 (Comparative Analysis, 5-6 pp): 25%
Oral Presentation: 10%
Essay 3 (Reflective/Cumulative Analysis, 5-6 pp): 25%
See Appendix for Details.

SCHEDULE OF READINGS
The following is a general guideline for what we plan to read this semester. All readings
are subject to change (with notification!). Details of each week’s assignments will be
finalized on MyGateway’s “Assignments” portal by 5:00 p.m. on the previous Friday. It is
your responsibility to check the portal often, and keep current on what is due when.
One exception: essay due dates, which are listed below.
Week 1 (8.20 & 22): Introduction to
Honors Education; Earliest Stories
CT I Syllabus (you’re reading it now!)
Oh, the Humanities (selected PDFs)
Creation Narratives (in class)
First-Year Experience (FYE): Campus Event
Week 2 (8.27 & 29): Floods & Heroes
from Genesis (online)
The Epic of Gilgamesh (book)
FYE: Event Show/Tell, Email Etiquette
Week 3 (9.3 & 5): Ancient India
The Bhagavad-Gita (book)
FYE: Study Abroad Opportunities
Week 4 (9.10 & 12): The Buddha and Plato
Select Buddhist readings (PDF)
Plato, “The Allegory of the Cave” (PDF)
Sign-up for Student Presentations
Week 5 (9.17 & 19): Greek Week I
Sophocles, Oedipus Rex (book)
Thesis Due: Essay #1
FYE: Academic Honesty
Week 6 (9.24 & 26): Greek Week II
Euripedes, Medea (book)
FYE: Essay-Writing Hacks
Essay 1 Draft Due Tuesday (Peer Review)
Essay 1 FINAL due 10:00 p.m. Friday,
uploaded electronically
Week 7 (10.1 & 3): Rome
* PRESENTATIONS BEGIN**
FYE: In-Class Presentations
Virgil, Aeneid (book)

Week 8 (10.8 & 10): Taoism, Islam
Confucius, Analects (PDF)
Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching (PDF)
The Qu’ran (PDF)
Week 9 (10.15 & 17): HELL
Dante’s Inferno (book)
FYE: The Library
Week 10 (10.22 & 24): Love & Marriage I
The Kama Sutra (PDF)
Yuan Chen, “The Story of Ying-Ying” (PDF)
Paragraph Workshop, Essay 2
Week 11 (10.29 & 31): Love & Marriage II
1001 Nights
Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales
Peer Review, Essay 2
ESSAY 2 DUE 10:00 p.m. Friday
Week 12 (11.5 & 7): Getting Medieval
The Nibelungenlied (PDF)
Week 13 (11.12 & 14): Science & Stuff
Galileo, selected correspondence (PDF)
FYE: DARS & MyGateway w/Dan Gerth
Week 14 (11.19 & 21): Shakespeare
Macbeth
FYE: Time Management Hacks
THANKSGIVING BREAK 11.25-29
Week 16 (12.3 & 5): Essay Workshops
ESSAY 3 DRAFTS DUE IN CLASS
Classes end Dec. 6.
There is NO FINAL EXAM in this course.
Final essay is due DEC 9 by 10:00 p.m.

Appendix: Objectives, Detailed Grade Breakdown, Course Policies & Procedures
Course Objectives

Detailed Grade Breakdown

Students will develop important skills as
scholars in a university as they:

P&P (Preparation and Participation):
25% of Final Grade

v Understand and critique various
philosophical approaches to a university
education.
v Reflect on effective learning strategies for
undergraduate success and on the
meaningful connections between university
education and career as well as personal
goals.
v Become informed about the workings of
our campus and demonstrate full
responsibility for their academic affairs
through the use of DARS, GradesFirst, My
Gateway and MyView.
v Familiarize themselves with advising and
registration processes on this campus and
learn about campus resources for
independent study, internships, and other
co-curricular opportunities.
v Participate in campus events and reflect on
them for the class.
v Discuss important campus resources for
academic and professional success.
Students will also develop their understanding
of early global cultures as they:
v Gain an overview of central ideas in world
cultures by reading and analyzing a wide
range of influential texts.
v Demonstrate their ability to analyze and
compare cultural values embedded in
writings from diverse geographical and
chronological perspectives
v Master the fundamentals of university
library usage, including search engines and
the database system for their written and
oral assignments. Demonstrate their skills
by identifying and using reliable academic
sources.
v Demonstrate effective communication of
their ideas, both orally and in writing, in a
coherent and critical fashion, with full and
correct documentation of sources.
v Apply the skills and knowledge from this
Cultural Traditions core to other Honors
seminars, to classes across the curriculum,
and to their daily lives.

v This is a reading-intensive seminar with a
challenging workload. Please budget at least
three hours over the weekend (break the
assignment up into at least two sittings!) and
90 minutes during the week to spend
preparing for this course.
v IMPORTANT UPDATE Aug. 27, 2013:
In order to prepare for class well, every
student will be required to answer a set of
Study Questions before the start of each
class. For one meeting per week, the student
may simply bring the questions to class with
him/her and be accountable for them, for
the other, s/he must cut and paste the
answers in the “comments” field in the
Assignment folder of the day’s MyGateway
assignment. Every student must always
bring a copy of his/her answered study
questions to class, but now you only have to
turn in to MyGateway either Tuesday’s or
Thursday’s assignment.
v Additionally, we will complete numerous
short, informal assignments throughout
the semester, both in and out of class. These
may include mini-essays and informal group
work.
v Since this course is designed as a seminar,
your participation is essential and a large
part of our class time will find you talking
rather than me. Classroom activities are
designed to get you comfortable with public
speaking. Your participation will be graded
on a weekly basis.
Essay 1 (Single-Text): 15% of Final Grade
This is a short (3-4 page) essay that will deal with a
single text we have read early in the semester. A
prompt and more information will be handed out
approx. two weeks before the essay is due.
Essay 2 (Comparative): 25%
This is a medium-length (5-6 page) essay that
compares two texts we have read in the middle
weeks of the semester.
Presentation: 10%
In pairs (plus one team of 3 if necessary), each
student will give a short, informal presentation on
a peer-reviewed secondary source about one of the
texts we study. A sign-up sheet will circulate

around Week 4.
Essay 3 (Reflective/Cumulative): 25%
This is a medium-length (5-6 page) essay that
engages 1-3 texts we have read late in the semester
with both the esoteric and practical benefits of a
liberal-arts education.

Course Policies and Fine Print:
Attendance is required.
v More than three unexcused absences will
result in a lowered grade, and excessive
unexcused absences will be referred to
Associate Dean Gleason and/or Academic
Alert. Chronic lateness will also result in a
lower grade.
v If you do miss class, don’t hesitate to seek
out notes and information from MyGateway
and a classmate before asking me “Did I miss
anything?” Guess what? You did.
v Please email me to let me know you didn’t
go AWOL, but refrain from sending me
an extended sob story, especially if it
doesn’t end in official documentation of
your illness/emergency. Emails letting me
know you have to miss class should be no
longer than 100 words, and should say
something along the lines of “I had a
medical/personal/family issue” and leave it
at that. I do not want to read ten paragraphs
about your Hoof-in-Butt Disease.
v Excused absences are dealt with on a
case-by-case basis. Please provide me with
documentation, or come see me in office
hours to discuss your absences and learn
about resources to help you out in times of
difficulty.
Do not, I mean DO NOT, even THINK about
using your mobile device in my classroom.
v Any student using a mobile device off-task
during class will be asked to leave for the
remainder of that session, and recorded as
absent for that day. Repeated offenses may
result in removal from the course, as per the
Student Conduct code in the College
Handbook (see: “disrupting the learning
environment”).
v Same goes for off-task laptop or tablet
use. If you are using your computing
doohickey to do anything not directly courserelated, you will be recorded as absent.
I do have a Late Assignments policy.
v Late assignments will be accepted if the
student has received an extension from
me before the assignment is due. Grades
on late papers may be reduced in fairness
to those who submit on time (exceptions
apply, especially in the case of
documented illness or emergency).

Academic honesty is important.
v We will adhere to the university’s policies on
plagiarism. Academic dishonesty of any
kind will result in failure on the assignment
and, in case of repeated offenses, may lead
to dismissal from the university. For more
details, please see the College Handbook.
Communication is also important.
v My preferred method of communication is
email. Please check your UMSL mail often,
please allow me 24 hours to respond to your
email during business hours, and 48 hours
on weekends. Please also make sure your
message has a salutation and a signoff, and
uses conventional spelling, capitalization
and punctuation.
I try to grade fairly.
v All assignments will receive a numerical
grade, either from 1-10 (short assignments)
or 1-100 (major assignments). Essays are
evaluated according to a grading rubric
you receive with your graded work. Grades
and annotated essays will usually be
available on MyGrades 7-14 days after the
assignment was turned in (longer
assignments require more grading time).
Please check MyGrades often and bring any
suspected errors or inconsistencies to my
attention right away.
You have rights.
v UMSL is committed to equal educational
opportunities for qualified students
without regard to disabling conditions.
Students with disabilities who believe that
they may need accommodations in this class
should contact Disability Access Services
Office in 144 Millennium Student Center or
at 516-6554.
v UMSL students are protected by FERPA
(the Federal Education Right to Privacy
Act). Please visit this page for details on
what FERPA is.
Congratulations, you read THE WHOLE
THING. This was your first assignment, and you
did it. Now for credit, please email me with one
question or comment about the course!

